
Twitter: 
Username: newsnetnebraska 
Password: Stylebook 
 
Storify: 
Sign in with NewsNet Twitter account. 
 

NewsNet website: http://www.newsnetnebraska.org/wp-admin 
Username: your first initial, followed by a period, followed by your last name, all lowercase. 
Password: Stylebook 
 

Live tweeting assignment 
 
For this assignment you will be tweeting about a live event, compiling a Storify version of your tweets to 
include in the story post, doing additional reporting and then writing a follow-up story for the Web. You will 
be tweeting from the NewsNetNebraska Twitter account.  
 
First you will select an appropriate event to live tweet via your cell phone or your laptop. This event must 
occur within six days after your pitch is due. For example, if your live tweet pitch is due on Sept. 18, your 
tweets and follow-up story must have been filed by midnight, the following Monday, Sept. 24.   
 
Storify: Your Storify should list the tweets in chronological order and should have an interesting, SEO-
friendly headline and opening paragraph. Once you have done the Storify on the Storify platform, you can 
embed it in the NewsNet story post, using the Storify button at the top of the post.  
 
Follow-up story: Within six hours of the event, you’ll upload to the NNN website a photo and/or graphic and 
a DRAFT (DO NOT PUBLISH) of a Web story that builds on the information you tweeted by including 
appropriate comments from other sources. For example, if you were covering a speech, you could consider 
interviewing members of the audience for their reaction or interviewing other experts in the field. Your plan 
for this story should be well thought out and articulated at the time of your pitch. 
 
Your story, a photo and a Storify of the tweets should be uploaded as a DRAFT to the NewsNet website within 
six hours of the event.  
 
Please email or call me (402-580-5816) when you have it uploaded so I can edit and publish.  
 
You will be graded on the live tweet, the Storify, the Web story and a short reflection (see below).  
 
Once I have edited the Web story, please closely compare the published version with the story you submitted 
and write a brief overview of the editing changes and why you think they were made. You can compare 
revisions very easily on the NewsNet site by scrolling to the bottom of the post, selecting your version and the 
edited version and then click on compare revisions. Be sure to put your short reflection in your Dropbox 
folder.  
 
Please review the accompanying rubric before you begin. 
 
Some tips: 
 

 Decide upon a concise and meaningful hashtag for the event and use it in every tweet.  
 
 Try to engage the community by sending at least one “promotional” tweet a day before the event. 

Include in this tweet other hashtags that might be interested in the topic. 
 

http://www.newsnetnebraska.org/wp-admin


 As a courtesy to your followers, let them know that you’ll be live tweeting 10 to 15 minutes before 
you start. You should try to include in this tweet other hashtags that might be interested in the topic. 
 

 Once the event begins, be sure you have an opening tweet that sets the stage – location, what is 
happening, what is expected, etc. 
 

 Be discerning so that you report relevant, engaging highlights. 
 

 Include photos and/or video from the event, if they are appropriate. You will need to shoot at least 
one photo to accompany the story.   
 

 Use established hashtags sparingly so that you are not infringing on their conversation.  
 

 End with a wrap-up tweet that indicates the event has ended and an updated story will follow. 

 

 
 

LIVE TWEET  4 points 3 points  2 points 1 points 0 

 
READABILITY 

The live Twitter stream 

includes tweets that are 

informative and 

understandable.  

 

One or two of the tweets 

are unclear or badly 

written.   

Three or more of the 
tweets are unclear or 
badly written.  
 

Most of the tweets 
are unclear or 
badly written.   

No show 
or more 
than 24 
hours 
late. 

 
FOCUS & 
ORGANIZATION 
 
 
 

The live Twitter stream is 

organized well with a 

beginning, middle and end. 

Through clear writing, 

attribution and punctuation, 

it is easy for the reader to 

understand who is being 

quoted or paraphrased. If 

more than one person is 

quoted, that also is clear.  

One of the organizational 
elements is missing or is 
not clear – beginning or 
ending. But it is easy to 
follow the action or 
discussion. 
 

Both the beginning 
and ending are either 
missing or are not 
clear. But it is easy 
to follow the action 
or discussion.  
 
 

Both the beginning 
and ending are 
missing and the 
action or discussion 
is difficult to follow.  

No show 
or more 
than 24 
hours 
late. 

 
REPORTING   

The live Twitter stream 

reflects good news judgment, 

captures the highlights of the 

event and is complete. Every 

tweet is relevant.  

The Twitter stream 
captures most of the 
highlights, but one or two 
of the tweets are not 
relevant or do not show 
good news judgment.  

More than three 
tweets are irrelevant 
or the Twitter stream 
is incomplete.  

The Twitter stream 
doesn’t capture the 
highlights well and 
is incomplete.  

No show 
or more 
than 24 
hours 
late. 

 

OVERALL 

PRESENTATION 

At least one promotional 
tweet was made to announce 
the event. The live Twitter 
stream uses hashtags 
consistently and 
appropriately. The tone and 
style of the writing is 
engaging and professional. 

The quality of one of the 
elements – promotional 
tweet, hashtag usage or 
tone/style is poor.   

The quality of two of 
the elements – 
promotional tweet, 
hashtag usage or 
tone/style is poor.   
 

The quality of all of 
the elements – 
promotional tweet, 
hashtag usage or 
tone/style is poor.   
 

No show 
or more 
than 24 
hrs late 

LANGUAGE 

MECHANICS & 

ACCURACY 

Well-edited, with no 

grammar, spelling or 

accuracy errors. 

Up to three grammar, 
style, spelling or accuracy 
errors. 

Up to five grammar, 
style, spelling or 
accuracy errors. 

Up to seven 
grammar, style, 
spelling or 
accuracy errors. 

No show 
or more 
than 24 
hours 
late. 

 

 



 

Follow-up live tweet text story 
 

Here are the general requirements for the text story:  

 Headline that is interesting, contains key words, is conversational and follows NewsNet 

style.  

 At least one photo or graphic to help tell the story. Cutlines should be clear and follow 

NewsNet style. 

 At least one additional source to give the story proper context. 

 Story should include links to additional information from appropriate sources. 

 Rubric follows below  



 

Text  

Assignment 

 

4 points 

 

3 points 

 

2 points 

 

1 point 

 

0 points 

 

READABILITY 

 

Exceptional lede that lures 

readers into the story and 

gets to the point quickly. 

Writing is engaging; 

sentences are concise and 

direct. Bullets or lists are 

used, where appropriate. 

Story ends in a resonating 

way.  

 

 

Good lede that lures 

readers into the story 

and good ending.  

Writing style is clear, 

but not engaging. 

Bullets or lists are 

used, where 

appropriate.   

 

Adequate lede and 
ending. Some of the 

sentences are not 

concise or direct.  

Bullets or lists could 

have been used to help 

the readability.  

 

 

The lede doesn’t reflect 
the point of the story or is 

boring. Most of the 

sentences are wordy and 

indirect, making the story 

difficult to follow. Bullets 

or lists could have been 

used.  

 

No show or 
turned in more 

than 24 hours 

late. 

 

FOCUS & 

ORGANIZATION 

 
 

 

 

The story has a clear focus 

and is easy to follow; it is 

logically organized and flows 

well by using transitions. 

Direct quotes are well chosen 

and integrated gracefully into 

the story. Reader can explain 

easily what this story is 

about. 

 

The quality of one of 

the three elements – 

clear focus, good 
organization and use 

of quotes – is poor. 

 

 

The quality of two of 

the three components – 

clear focus, good 
organization and use of 

quotes – is poor.  

 

 

 

The quality of all of the 

elements – clear focus, 

good organization and use 
of quotes – is poor.  

 

No show or 

turned in more 

than 24 hours 
late. 

 

REPORTING   

 

The story is complete, well 

researched and answers all 

the reader’s questions. The 

story uses multiple sources 

that are appropriate to the 

story and reflect all sides of 

the issue.  Story includes 

appropriate context or 

background info and uses 

links to connect readers with 

additional helpful and reliable 

sources. Story meets 

required length + is 

appropriate to topic. 

 

The story is somewhat 

complete but has one 

point that needs to be 

amplified or further 

explained. The story 

uses multiple and 

appropriate sources.  

Story is a bit too long 
or short. 

 

The story has two to 

three points that need 

to be clarified. The 

story relies on too few 

sources or inappropriate 

sources.  More research 

or interviewing is 

needed to make the 
story complete. 

Story is much too 

long/short. 

 

 

The story is incomplete 

with three or more points 

that cause confusion or 

need clarification.  More 

sources and/or more 

appropriate sources are 

needed. Story is 

completely inappropriate 
in length. 

 

No show or 

turned in more 

than 24 hours 

late. 

 

OVERALL 

PRESENTATION 

 
Story uses links to connect 

readers to additional helpful 

and reliable sources. 

Headlines and cutlines are 

interesting and follow 

NewsNet style. The photos 

and/or graphics are 

compelling and composed 

well and help illustrate the 
story.  Story meets deadline.  

 

 
The quality of one of 

the elements – linking, 

headlines/cutlines and 

photos -- is poor. 

Story meets deadline. 

 
The quality of two of 

the elements – linking, 

headlines/cutlines and 

photos – is poor.  

 
The quality of all of the 

elements –- linking, 

headlines/cutlines and 

photos – is poor.  Or story 

is turned late but within 

24 hours of due 

date/time.  

No show or 
turned in more 

than 24 hours 

late. 

LANGUAGE 

MECHANICS & 

ACCURACY 

 

Well-edited, with no 

grammar, AP style,    spelling 

or accuracy errors. 

  

 

Up to three grammar, 

style, spelling or 
accuracy errors.  

 

Up to five grammar, 

style, spelling or 
accuracy errors.  

 

Up to seven grammar, 

style, spelling or accuracy 
errors. 

 

No show or 

more than 24 
hours late. 


