
 

Final  4 points 3 points 2 points 1 points 0 points  
Packaging 
 
 

Appropriate medium is used 
for each element of story: 
video has action and strong 
audio. Text provides context 
or background information. 
One story is clearly a 
mainbar; the other a sidebar 
that provides additional 
information.  The stories 
have enough context to tie 
them together but aren’t 
simply duplicates of each 
other in different form. 
Photos/graphics add yet 
more information to the 
package. 

Appropriate medium is 
used for each element of 
story. In other words, 
video has action and 
strong audio. Text 
provides context or 
background information. 
Stories are somewhat 
duplicative and it is 
unclear which is the main. 
Photos/graphics add yet 
more information to the 
package. 

Appropriate medium is 
used for each element of 
story. In other words, 
video has action and 
strong audio. Text 
provides context or 
background information. 
Stories are much too 
duplicative. Or 
photos/graphics are weak. 

Storytelling mediums were 
not considered in 
determining how best to tell 
the stories. Video story 
doesn’t have much action or 
strong audio elements. Or 
story elements are mostly 
duplicative. Or photos or 
graphics are not included.  

Package is not 
turned in by 
deadline. 

Storytelling Text and video stories have 
beginning, middle, end; each 
tells a clear, tightly focused 
story using appropriate 
sources, interviews and solid 
research. Text is organized, 
uses strong quotes and 
transitions. Overall 
storytelling is engaging and 
creative. Video story 
includes interviews, natural 
+ ambient sound where 
appropriate.    

Text and video have a 
beginning, middle, and 
end; each tells a clear 
story, but the overall 
storytelling is average and 
uninspired.  Story is based 
on appropriate sources, 
interviews and solid 
research. Text is 
organized, uses strong 
quotes and transitions. 
Video story includes 
interviews, natural + 
ambient sound where 
appropriate.    

Either text or video is 
somewhat disorganized or 
hard-to-follow. 
Transitions are weak. Or 
either video or text is too 
long or short for the topic. 
Or stories are based on 
weak interviews. 
 

Either video or text seems 
incomplete or disorganized. 
Focus is difficult to find. An 
editor would have a hard 
time writing a headline for 
one of the stories because 
it’s not clear what it is 
about. Or storytelling is 
boring, weak and based on 
weak interviews.  

No package or 
package is turned in 
late. 

Reporting  Video includes a variety of 
wide, medium and close-up 
shots. Visual elements 
complement the narrative 
and include creative, 
interesting shots. Video has 
about 80% B roll shots and 
doesn’t rely on boring on-
camera interview shots. 
Both text and video include 
sources that are appropriate 
and reflect all sides. Stories 
include appropriate context 
or background.  Both text 
and video start and end 
strong. Lengths are 
appropriate.  
               

Video includes a variety 
of wide, medium and 
close-up shots. Visual 
elements complement the 
narrative, but the video is 
missing creative, 
interesting shots. Or the 
video lacks strong 
opening and closing shots. 
Or video has some B roll 
but needs more.  
Or the text story is 
somewhat complete but 
has one point that needs to 
be amplified or further 
explained. Stories use 
multiple, appropriate 
sources.  
Or stories are a bit too 
long or short. 

Little variety of  shots and 
lack of strong opening and 
closing shots.  Or visual 
elements don’t 
complement the narrative. 
Much of video features 
talking heads instead of B 
roll. Or the story has two 
to three points that need to 
be clarified. The story 
relies on too few sources 
or inappropriate sources.  
More research or 
interviewing is needed to 
make the story complete. 
Or stories are much too 
long/short. 

Little variety of wide, 
medium and close-up shots. 
Visual elements and poor 
editing distract from the 
narrative.  Most of video 
focuses on talking heads and 
hardly any B roll. 
The story is incomplete with 
three or more points that 
cause confusion or need 
clarification.  More sources 
and/or more appropriate 
sources are needed. Stories 
are completely inappropriate 
in length. 

No package or 
package is turned in 
late. 

Technical Audio is clear, easy to hear 
the interview subject. 
Natural and ambient sound 
is included where 
appropriate to create a richer 
experience. Framing and 
lighting are good; filming is 
steady. 
Video editing is effective; 
uses appropriate transitions; 
avoids jump cuts.  
 

Most of the audio quality 
is good, but is not 
consistent throughout the 
video.  
The quality of one of the 
three elements – framing, 
lighting or movement – is 
poor. 

Quality is distracting. Lots 
of background noise, 
volume is inconsistent.   
The quality of two of the 
three elements – framing, 
lighting or movement – is 
poor 

Sound is distorted. Hard to 
hear, difficult to follow. The 
quality of all of the elements 
– framing, lighting or 
movement – is poor. 

No package or 
package is turned in 
late. 



Posting to NNN Story uses links to connect 
readers to additional helpful 
and reliable sources. Links 
also are created to tie story, 
video together. Headlines 
and cutlines are interesting 
and follow NewsNet style. 
The photos and/or graphics 
are compelling and 
composed well and help 
illustrate the story.  

The quality of one of the 
elements – linking, 
headlines/cutlines and 
photos -- is poor.  

 
The quality of two of the 
elements – linking, 
headlines/cutlines and 
photos – is poor.  

The quality of all of the 
elements –- linking, 
headlines/cutlines and 
photos – is poor.  

No package or 
package is turned in 
late. 

Mechanics Well-edited, with no 

grammar, AP style,    

spelling or accuracy errors. 
 

Or up to three grammar, 
style or spelling or errors. 

. Or  up to five grammar, 
style, spelling errors. 

Or up to seven grammar, 
style  or spelling errors.  Or 
one factual error.  

No package or 
package is turned in 

late. 

Final project:  
 
The final project is a multimedia news package featuring 1) text; 2) photos/and or graphics; and 3) video. The elements of the package should 
complement each other. Think of one – video or text – as a mainbar and the other as a sidebar.  You may need a little of the same information in 
both the text story and the video for context, but a good package should offer new information or angles for readers in each element.  Read the 
rubrics closely. Review the tutorials on video/photo/storytelling on the class blogs if needed. This is worth 25 percent of your grade. 
 

 
Rubric key:  

 24/24 = 100 

23/24 = 96 

22/24 = 92 

21/24 = 88 

20/24 = 84 

19/24 = 79 

18/24 = 75 

17/24 = 71 

16/24 = 67 

15/24 = 63 

  



 


